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EPEFFESEPEBE PECEOPFOOPOO OD 
To the Reader 


Friendly Reader, 


Deſire to pratifie my Friends, hath made, ag ainfs m 
own Ad conſent to the Publication of oh N a. | 
taken by one of the Auditors, to which I am not able to 
make that addition, by reaſon of my inability to write, 
through infirmity in my right band, which God hath been 
pleaſed to exerciſe me with, almoſt wholly taking av ay rhe. 
wſe of my hand : what is therefore made publick, is not mine own Notes, 
but agreeing in the ſubſtance with what Was delivered: Thu Arga* 
went alſo prevailed with me to let this come forth, I thought others more 
able, ſeeing this imperfef# work to find acceptance with [ane raighs there- 
by be provoked ts Preach and Print aggrs. hay wifht be more efftFual 
to revive owr Afilitary Diſcipline, and the ſpirit of Souldiery5wbich 
ſeems ro be in its Want, in an Age when mver more needofit., . © 

T he, Love I have for this Conntry,where 1 drew my firſs Brovth, hath . 
made me Run the Gauntlet by expoſing this to the world, boping that they 
that fanlt it , will endeavonr to mend itf:by ſome enean or orhey, and ts 
Prog for the Author, Who is @ Friend 10 4 of (web «ſpirits, 
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Gen, 14.14. Aud when Abrem beard that bis Brother was taken captive, be armed 
Fs trained Servants, born in bu own bouſe, vbree hundred and cighteen, and put= 


ſued them t0 Dan, 


UR Father Abraham is highly commended in Scrip- 
ture for two things with reſpe& to his Family, beſides 
his own Faith and Piety, that the Scripture gives 

'- account of ; ſo we-havye his-care with reſpe& to his 

Family, | VI 
tw To Teach them Pity.  Gen.18-19. 7 kaow A- 

brahbam, there is none like him in all the earth he will command bis Fami- 

ly; and hi bouftold in the wayes of the Lord. $6 
2, We have bu care v0 inflratt them in Military Diſciphne, ap- 


£ 


| pearing.in theſe words, h: armed his trained Servants, fuchas he had 


ſervice, prepared for it by inftrufion or by Trajzwg; which is our u - 
fual word forſuch anend, . This labour and care of Abraham inthis 
work, is much commended, from'his ſucceſs in War, or his martial 
Exploity of which we have an account. in this Chapter. And; that 
Abraham undertakes War; and ſucceſfully; and gets a Bleſſing by it, 
Aelchizedech's Bleſſing in his returnout of the Field: ye-ſee, (+ ; 
© | 'Thatthe higheftprattice of Picty and praiice of War, may agree 
well,in.on: perfon. \Religion and Arms may welt -be joyned' tage» 
therz they:agree ſowell together, that the Lord aſſumes the name'to 
Ifunſelf, Tbt Lord ir:4 Mavof War the Lord is his mane» [It is the 
firſt ſong that oycritratpenoed to celebrate, Gods/ praiſes; in that 
og magnified tai t hirghas if it were: ione: of his frighe@and 
[ wary + ew * +man of 141.3 The Cteationis over» 
leaked, andithe firit piece of praiſe given toGod is, {7 be- Lord 5s 4 
an vf var, * Exoderg:1, 2, by 1 will Fng $9 the Lord, for —_ 
Wh, A'3- riumpy; 


Trained up to ſich a piece of Service as God by hiv provi- 
dence called him to: His Trained or inftruted nts for ſuch a 


=: L273 24 
iriamphed glorioufly, the horſe and his Rider hath be caft into the Sea; 
&* Lord is a Manof War, the Loyd is bis name. 

In this Chapter we have the firſt mention in ſacred Story of any 
warlike exploit;znot but that there had been war before, as is implyed 
in the beginning of the Chapter, the Kings of Sodow and Gomorrab, 
hed ſerved Cheaarlarmer twelve years, in_the thirteenth year they 
rebelled, in the fourteenth year, he with three other Kiggs makes 
War,uponthem, and he.overcomes. them and takes Lor Captive;and 

this, is the firſt mention of any Battle fought, and as eminent an in- 
ſtance of valour in Abraham and his Army, as is in thewbole Book of 
God;'for though Gideon and three hundred men, fought with a great 
Arniy, yet there was'a great deal more Stratagem on his part : 
. His pitchers .with lamps in them, being broken in the night. put a 
£&:ghr on che: enemy; but Abraham fairly . won his battel with dry 
Slows. -Jtis the firſt exploit ofa Chriſtian Soutdier, the firſt time 
we read of any Chriſtian Souldier being in arms," or of a religious 
Capain, with his:Armby of Religion and arms joyned together, this 

Icc6unt otAbrahams arming his own Servants. 

C Inthis piece of Story. four things are hinted, 
-[;'T,”The\'Qcraſion'6f Abrahams arming his Souldiers at this times 
337 houldbrabim brad that bir brother. Lot vas taken C aptive. 
-iv 09 Wit hevecdd account.of! tho General. of the Army in this un- 

denatingor War,andthathsi Forabaw ; i] 2 

- 1: $10 2We have an accbant of his Souldiers,: 1 The-nymber of 
them; thy \were'rbree bupidueat and eightein, x: The Quality of them 
| trained wen, tinpphad thoirarms ready, and skill to make 
ut ofeliem £ He:preſently gakes Arms; he had not arms to fadk, not 
ments tebrn tow re-caake'vfe ofthetn; burevery thing was reaty, fit 
o purſteland oventike the enemy; tf 100 0 INS 
5 We tw theofuceely of it; with the-conſegiients [thereof :'the 
5, hexrecovershis Brother Lot, bears the enemy; wins'a con 
pla vtorycakebaltithe Caprives.”: 'The Confequents of it were;'! 
3\x zi He gors-n (Blofſing: df '342/chizedecb! for it: Melchizedecti 
t 6s crninenaly acTy pe of Jefirs Chrifto Gqd: did fo ati gwni and 
encobrapo Abidbiominthis undertaking; 'that'.he-woutdrior ler this 
«Qton-poeiwithour a ſpecial? to ericourage:$dutdkrs-inig 
kwfultWans THe bacth-the + ro | of Ctif;ibimore chan 
i a Agel bad Uoke 3” Melhipedodh do eminelly ropeclonig 
A 6 u3 


emury) rr. 
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Jef Chriſty, who is 3 Prick for cver after the order of Malchize: 
dech. | 


But-to hint ſowethiog to you from the words, 
T+ | Fromthe pceaſion of Abrahams taking up armg,#hen Abram | 
heard bis brother Lot was taken Captive, or his Nephew, he was his-, 
brothers. ſonyit, was for the reſcue of his Kinſman, 2 take. pp arms . 
for the. defence, of friends and Allies is lawfull. . To PR4-Og arms . 
for ſuch as are confederate with us, for united Colonies or Provinces - 
from'thag.example of Abraham and his confederare, that Were &figs: , 
ged.u offenſive ang defenſive; So Avar, Ebcaland IZampt” 
oy confederate with, high Thou wit be Leary 5 yh 
uch a league, yet thgre was a great friendſhip and relation. bgtween 
m9 404 Log3 ang through Abrams yiſoie, they parted Iy ingly, 
though they did part and could not hive together, thetefore. ata 
engageth in a War for ths reſcue of Lo and-his Family... 1 © 


4 . Hence-our- late War was. jultifiable, though the Quarzel 
vas firſtly with our. neighbours.  . _ vi ob 

2. Hence Conſequently, it is lawfyWby war to defen®.what we 

| oe ee RONWNneC 20 come dy, 83 ops, polle ſions, tang ant 

ich we have as air a, BEE a5 any 


$ \n- 
heritancs hcre,. to cyer had) lines 
I, ce here, t9.y yer h: Was 


[43 | 
Iraels title ts Canaan; Theirs was not” oofy & gift of Providence; 
but of Promiſe, ,Ours we can call only a gift of Providence. hur yet 
fuch as we may lawfully defenJ. As Jeotebah faid to the Children 
of Ammon, hat Ch-»mþb tly God tines thee to poſſeſs, ' wilt than 'not 
poſſeſe it? Sg what Gol hath providentially given vs, without inju+ 
ry to others, is thit which we may lawfully defend. 
There are commonly.reckoned three cauſes of War, 

7. For defence 'of our felves. Pet 

2. | Torecover what hath been taken away.” 

3+ © Topuniſh for injuries done. Bur to paſs by the occaſions of the 
War; through the goo inzls of God we have peace. ' Abram arm- 
ed his rained ſervants, or Soulliers, three hundred and cightcen : 
thenumber was finall ro encounter with four Kings ſuch as they were 
Chedariaomer being fuppoſed to be Nimred!'s ſucceffor, atlihaT ideal 
King of Nations. could noy be a mean Prince, or have a ſmall number 
of Souldiers : ſo that three hun1red an1 eighteen men muſt inreafon 
be but a very ſmall han {full or number to encounter with ſuch an Ar- 
my, an Army heightne1 with faccefs, fluſhed with victory over the 
five Kings vf Sotom an1 Gomorrah, and thofe neibouring cities. 
They had a great Army for number, in probability though it be not 
e:preſſel; they ha lan army that was keightned with ſucceſs, their 
ſpirit & courage was which makes men abunJantly more confidera- 
ble.” Take men fluthel] with ſucceſs, they will undertake any thing, 
though very hazardous. Here was but a little handfull ro goe out 
againſt fuck an army. _ But what is it that a few mer-will not dare 
to doe, ifthe Cauſe, the Courage, the Condutt be but- like that of 


ram. ws 
But to noteſome things from the words, Abram jap” "oy - 
wed Servauts : Abram was eminent in his place, | 
11. Forpreparation before Wat, his ſeryantswere trained men. 
'2:-, For his carriagein the bufineſs and * management of it, when 
he vhdertook yt. . © wats? Y G6 BY 
| ſhall ſpeak chiefly to the firſt of theſe, 
Doar. "That the Training of Soulditrs te be fit for Way, ira com- 
' . » mendable prafiice, yea a Duty of great C onſequence, or 'not 
' 1, of the loweſt rank, or thus, WPI IAC . 
Frequent T raining s for the inflra#ing of men in military Diſcipline 
that they maj brrta-y and txpert for War, it @ commndable prattice, 
/ yea 


x3 

jea 4 Duty which God expeHeth of al Gods Abrahams in thur r:ſpefivi 
Plares : thatis, by Godg Abrahams in their reſpe&ve places , ''l 

mean ſuch* as are meerly civil Rulers, to encourage ſuch ex- 

ercifes by their authority and preſence, when convenient. Such 

as are military officers, it is their duty aftually to inftrut men; ſuch 

may be ſuppoſed to ent Abraham,and God doth expett it from 

them, that they ſhould take care of this part, which Abraham ated 

ſo happily to ſo good end; And which is the uent of this ſe- 

cond Dodrine, It is the duty of thoſe that .be accounted of 

Abrahams Family to learn of them, God fequires to teach 

them theufe obtheir: weapons, and order'of War..7 if it be Abra- 

"hams duty to teach, it is the duty-of. Abrahams ſervants, theſe that 
repreſent them to learn of thoſe God ſets over.them, the uſe of their 

weapons, and the order of War, that they may be expert for Warr. 

It is a commendation ef a people or of fouldiersto be expert for war, 

thae which the Scripture : frequently mentioneth, I ſhall look but to 

two places, 1.Cron, 12.33,3536. in many verſes of that Chapter, of 

£Z ebulun ſuch as went forth to battle, expert for wargwith all inflruments 
of war, fifty thouſand that could keep rank, Here was Training up men 

to be expert and fit for War. And ſo in the following verſe, f the Da- 

nite: yxptre for War, twenty eight thouſand, of After ſuch as went: forth 

to battle, expert in War, fonrty thouſand. In that Song. of Solomon, 
Cant.3:7,8. Behold bis bed which is Solomons, threeſcore- valiant men 
are abont it, of the valiant of Ifr acl, they all bold ſwords bring expert -in 
War, Every man hath bis ſword upon bis thigh, becauſe of fear in the 

night. Itis an high Commendation of any people, when carciis taken- 

by Rul people are willing tolcarn, and hearken to- Rulers, 

char y be inftructed to be expert in wars It. is @ :part of the 

ral. Calling, whereto God calls every man that is:capable /(not 
mpotent men nor children) but according to that time the Scripture 

reckoneth, from twenty years and upward, all that were ready to go 
forttto war.” It is not a thing by the by; but thatwhich men ſhould 
make their buſineſs. It is aduty and praiſc-worthy piece of skillz to 
be expert for war, To be good (ouldiers is a matter of praiſe or ho- 
nour, whieh, made the Apoſtle uſe it in'a ſpiritual ſence, therefore my 
Son en1ure hardneſs as 4 good (on/dter of ZeſwniChrift. 2.Tim.-z- 3, It 
1s aſtrange-piece of-dotage- befallen this crazy-headed Ape, that 
men ſhould not uſe the ſword ; the beſt ofmen have done it, and it 
hath been reckoned among thaic mo®t peoiiaranchy aQions, = 
bey - 


— 
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they bave uſed the ſmord.Of ſome it is ſaig,that their band: did cleave 
to their (words, they were ſo much in the uſe of it. ſo happily forthe 
advantage of the Church. The Apoſtle to the Hebrews Cap.11433. 
34. when he makes mention ofthe Worthyes, he mentioneth theſe 
two together, 1ho through Faith ſubdned Kingdoms, wrong ht righte- 
ox(ne(s, they twormay well go together : that is reckoned: one of 
the great works of their Faith; there is not ' any thing wherein the 
glory of the Faith of many Believers did more ſhine forth, then in 
the uſeof itin War. There is no higher occaſion ordinary or out- 
ward, wherein we have ahigher opportunity.or-uſe for Faith, ſo o- - 
therGraces. A: Souldier may be and ſhould: bean holy man. and the 
more fit he is for a Souldier. Butthar it is a duty of great Conſe- 
quence;l ſhall ſpeak to the Dodrine in theſe two parts. 
1. lt is a comtnendable pradtice. Ty 
2. It is the duty of Gods Abrahams to bave a care ofthis work 
to inftrutt ſouldiers that they may be fit for War: 61514 
- I. It is a commendable pratticc, that may appear in four or five 
'ZNN 
þ ne that the Lord himſelf dothtlaim the henour of it :if it were 
\Not an honourable work, God would not challenge the honour of it, 
Ht tearberh my havds to war, and my fingers to. fight. Military $kill * 
#$1ucha picce of divine'wiſdome; that the Lord will not looſe the tro- 
:nourofir.” If every good and perfe& gifrbe from-him, he doth chab-" 
lenge every good and-perfe& gift as from him, but peculiarly clains - 
'the honour dfthis gift, of giving Military skill : Godis the Author 
of it;TheLordica Man of war, the Lord is his 'Namg hat the 
Lord doth claimchehonour of it,l-might ſhewyou by . ion af . 
er opnrs, 'Every thing, every partthat bel 7 
to a/Souldier, God chaltengeth 'or claims as being from bimgevery 
thing that is honourable or praiſe-worthys 
r- The giving'$pirit and Courage to men, of raifing up the Spi- .. 
rits ofmen, rhat he'claims as being from+him. ev. 5 151 1. Afake 
"bright thr'a/tow:|yuther t ve Pields; the Loyd hath raiſed np the ſpirits . 
of raft the Medi. "He raiſeth ip mens ſpirits, when they 


are raiſed wp for war; God hath $hand-in it. - 

2. God challengeth this, he teacheth to makeweapons of \\'ar.. 
and the uſe of them. . * God doth not only give ſpirits to ſuch a work, 
wr ent the Bunyan) Rig EEns; LANA Eta < 
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thewhetring and. farbiſhing of them,, . He.dire&eth the Smith t 
{orm or ſsame; weagons ori By? 3 re iy fo ſhew that he hath 
the. ordering of the uſe of weapons...  Sebold 7 have created the Smith 
that blowtth the goal in the firt, andthat bringeth forth an inſtrument for 
his work» And 1 have created the Waſter to deſtroy, and uo Weapon that 
51 formed againſt thee pail proſper... God uſcth it 3s an, Argument po 
\EnTQUrage his aig in him, there is no Weapon of, War, byt 
Ido dirett tothe! making of it- , He whets the ſword, and furbuſh- 
eth it tothe battel-; - »f 7 whet my glittering ſword, and my hand take 
-hold on vengeance, Deut-32,4+. He looks to the o_ of the wez- 
pons, He teacherh menthe ordering ofthe battel,: God doth, give 
that wiſ.lome alſo to the Sons of men, he teacheth them hy. the, ar- 
der of his own Hoſt, the Stars ;' But more eſpecially: he provider 
a Captain for his own Hoſt, 7oſb$.14- It cams.to paſs, when loſna 
was by ferecho, be lift up bis eyes and looked, and behold there (ood a mas 
over againſt him with « ſword drawn in bis hazs\ and lofoua went to 
bin 4nd ſaid unto bim,. Art thoy for. ns.or for our aduer(ariert , And be 
{aid nay,) but 45 Captain of the Hoſt of the Lord;.am [ now.gome.. It v 
an Angel appeared. -Whenany Hoſt of his is called forth, the Lox 
doth take care,as be did for Iſrael; when he intended to. poſſeſs them 
of Canaan heſent his Angel- to goe along with them;zhe was inviſi- 
bly,: conſtantly with them/z, for, he came to -be- as Captain ofthe 
Lords Woſts;, And therefore that good Ki Faeguragetk the peo- 
ple, the Lord'ir with ws to fight our Bactels, He hatha hand in order- 
ing the battel, | 21Chren-3 2.3, He appeareth.cmigently jn the:day of 
Battel, raiſing the fpirits on the one, Je, and taking it away from + 
the other... he Race 37 nat to the ſwiſt, por the Battle to the ffrong ,Gad 
over-rules it; gives.it; where be pleaſes,: It is the Lord of Hoſts that 
muaſtereth the! Hoſt of the Battle, | /{@v1 3345+ i! iT be noiſe of 6 mult;- 
tadeinche mountains, like: ns the woiſe of agreat prople, 4. tumultuous 
waiſt of the Kingdame of nation? g etbered together: the Lord of Hoſt 
woſtereththe Hoſt of the Battle, they come from « far conntry, from the 
end of heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons of bis indiguation., And 
thereforewe have ghis.as a. frequent expreſſion, - . The Battle is the 
Lordy,'8 hath been ufed for encouragement by thoſe that have been 
Commanders 'of the People af God: when, in any, eminent danger, 
Be mot attail, for the Battle is the Lords. \ 1, Sam.17. 47. That the 
Battle isthe Lords, appeaps by Gets turning the Battle by ſuch .a 
| 2 


ſmall 
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(imall accident as he doth frequently: one ftone direfted right;catell 
the day, as it was with the Philiſtines fighti inſt Iſrael. One 
arrow drawn at a venture,ſmote the King of Ifract between the joints 
of mend $, and that one ſtroke turns the day. God covers the 
head im the day of Battle, God particularly faith in every thing, He 
hath a hand in it, in forming weapons,giving Skill, raiſing the Spirie. 
God hath a hand in it, and eminently in this,in Coveriny +6e Mead: in 
the day of Battle. "How neer doe the Bullets or inftruiments of death 
come, but God covers the kead inthe day of Battle : Therefore it 
'isa commendable _ to teach and inftru@ men to be expert for 
"War, _ 'Gad hath ſo great a handin it, and doth-claim the ho- 
muroty. 7 2 fe OE SEL? ONE tint, | 

2. The wiſcſt of Rulers, and holieft of men, have been 'Rill - care- 
full abour this duty and work, in the atting of this part, making pre- 
paration for War, in Peace, and in order to it, inftruting men in 

the uſe of weapons; the holyeſt, and beſt, and wiſeſt of men, have 
alwayes had a care about it. David made a Law, he commended thens 
to reach Iſracl the wfe of the bow. 2:Sam-1.18. - By that weapon the 
xtra ar of Hracl fe'l, Saul and Jonathan. David made a Law of it, 
to teach the uſe of that particular weapon, that bad been ſodeftrt- 
Eve to the Church of God. Abraham Trains his Servants; Jacob 
that wasſo cminentfor holineſs, was'skilfull in the uſe of his {word & 
bow; he won a parcel of land by it,'that he gave toJoſepb, |by 'Will 
athis death. @en.48. x/t.. and that he taught his children the we 
of it, is apparent by the ill uſe of it, made. by Simeon and Levi He had 
both uſed ir himſelf, was expert in the uſe of it, had won a: confide- 
rable portionofa country by it, and had taught it his children, - 1t 
was apparefit they were fo ready at. it. Solomon, that! wiſe. many 
though he enjoyed ſuch peace in his dayes, that it is ſaid, thereiwas 
no adverſaty, nor evil occutrent, yet none made greater preparation 
for War then Solomon did: the Seripture ſpeaks of it as his, com- 
mendation,to makeſuch preparation for war : ſo that the holyeſt, 
and wiſeſt of men-have ſtill had care about this. 

3- Thecommon pradiceof Nationsyfin all ages, where the Ru: 
lers have been prudent, have had care of this :: and: the Seripture 
brandeth thoſe withinfamy that have failetinat, The men of Laiſh 
were ſecure; ini the Book of Judges, the Danites had not taken up 
their inheritafice,they ſent men to Laiſh;F»dg.18,7,Then the Sve men 


par: 


[97 
deparied, and eat Laſh and [av the prople rhat Were therein therein bow 
they d velt carelefly after tht wanner of the Z idowianr, quiet and ſecure, & 
had no buſineſs withany mari, they made no proviſion for war, promifed 
themſelves peace : theſe were a people fit for deſtru&ian, y,was ret- 


koned their great folly and ſhame. That thatWwas a means to their 


-deſtraftion, we may be abundantly furnifhed from holy Writ, as well 


as humane Writing with/examptes of the care, both ofthe people of If- 
-racl, and other nations, looking carcfully after this matter. 'T be num- 


ber of Iſrael, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to goe 
forthto war : it implyes the Children- of Iſrael with their Rulers, had 


'regard to' this,to know who were capable to $0 forth to War. The 
< number of Ifrael was ftill taken from their 


[i | uſter Rolls; therefore it 
"was committed t9 the nilitary Officers ſtill to take the number of the 
people, Joab the General, and ſo the inferiour officers, were ſent out to 
take the number of the people, and they were reckoned from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go out ts War. 

4. The irrational creatures, when ſent by God in way of Judgment, 
a®t as if they were under Military Condu&, which ſhews that it is a 


advantapious thing to' carry ona deſign. Io:/ 2.7. We read of tha Cat. 


terpillars & the Locuſts, & the Canker-worm, God would ſend them 


'a great Army, they ſhould be like the noiſe of Chariots on the tops of 


mountains, like the noiſe of a flame of fire that devoureth ſtubble. as a 
ſtrong people ſet in battle array, they ſhall run like mighty men. and 
climb the walltike men'of war, and they ſhall march every one' on his 
wayes, they ſhall not break their Rank. God doth by it commend mili- 
tary order torational perſons, when he tells us the irrational creatures 
ſent by him in way of Judgment, to accompliſh ſuch. deſigns as he b 
tis Providence intendeth, when they fhall march in this manner,it doth 
commend to us, that Order uſed in War, Military Diſcipline,is great- 
ty advantagious, in that God gives that inſtin@ even to irrational crea- 
tures,when he makes uſe of them that they come inſuch a manner. 

5. Tiitheld or Camp hath been famous for the accompliſhment of 
of all ſorts of men; it bath ripened parts to that heightzthat it made ma+- 
ny the wondersof the world in their Age. | 

If. ' 'Itis not only acommendable prattice, but it is a Cuty: 

' 2: The Lawof'nature, which teacheth men ſelf-preſervation, requi- 
reth this as a means for that end. whatſoever is ncedfull for our de- 
fence, is a duty,it requires and enjoynes whatſoever is a means for this 
end; fo that acquaintance with, or the excrciſe of our ſclyes in the” = 
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ofarms, or when 
Commandment w 


if to our might 


vation. Let 


vidence of God puts us upon it. 
2. - God by his providence keeps ſome Nations and people unſub- 
dued, as he did with Iſrael of old. he kept ſome people unſubdued on 
urpoſe to teach Iſrael War. _ $0 the Lord hath dealt with us by tus 
Providence here ja this wilderneſs, rheſe are the Nat ions which the Lord 
left to prove Iſrael by, thoſe that had not known the. Wars of Canaag, 
only that the generations might know fo teach them War, 7=4g.3- 1,2» 
It was the duty of Iſrael therefore to learn, that they might be expert 
for war; for God left ſome nations unſubcued on purpoſe to teach them 
war. Sothe Lord hath dealt with us, thaugh he -ap$3y 98s us..4 good 
Country, yet not that full poſſeſſion, but chat there arg ſome which our 
ſad experience hath taught us, they have been left toteach us war, and 
therefore it isa duty to keep up ſuch military exerciſes, as may make us 
expert for VVar. ' 
I, mer Chcits Commany's OE Ss 
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" be that hath wot a Sword, let him ſel bis garment and buy one. Luk. 22. 36; 
which doth infer the learning, the uſe ofit, or whatſoever is needfull 
to defend our ſelves in troubleſome times. It is the duty and wiſdome 
of any people to put themſelves inſuch a poſture, as they may be fit to 
-defend themſelves : and our Saviours Command, ſhews alſo the uſe of 
a ſword isas needfull as a garment. he that hath not a ſword, let him ſel - 
his Garment and buy one. Alſo when our Saviour tells us, in the /atter 
dayes there ſhall be Wars and Rumors of Wars, more in theſe dayes than - 
at other times; it is to teach us that wiſdome, that we may be found fit- 
ted and prepared to a& our parts in our day. Milittary Skill ought * 
: & learned in the latter dayes more then at other times. 
4+ Our Military Strength is, under God, the appointed means, or 
in the ordinary way of Providence,is the proper and only means for our” 
preſervation; therefore it is a duty to encourage Souldiers. - God can 
work miracles. but when ordinary means may be had, he will not work 
miracles. When Iſrael came-out of Egypt, God did take the: Battle 
into his own hand, Sofrighted as they- were with Egypts following of 
them in a better poſture for V Yar then they, fo low as their ſpirits were 
brought by hard bondage, God did miraculouſly fight .for them, and 
deſtroy Pharaoh; but whenit is otherwiſe with the People of God, 
that they have time to furniſh themſelves,the Lord doth dirett us to uſe 
them and:they are the only means of our preſervation, they are the on- 
ly walls and bulwarks of Gods Hertititage here. Gods vineyard hath no 
other walls, but only our Souldiery, that and our Poyerty. We have 
no walled towns, as they have in other places, our Forts and Caſtles are 
contemptible, We have not any bank of money to hire ſoyldiers : .our 
ſtrength by Sea is ſmall, & for {ciendſhi p & favour inthe world with a- 
ny that ſhould help us, is not much, or our triends lye too far off to help 
us+in tine of need; ſo thatwe have nothing ieft us but only this, Firſt 
that hedge which God made about Job, 2. Asto means. it is only that 
va'lofBones/as one calls it) better then a wall of Stones, our Souldiers, 
which,, howſoeyer it may ſeem weak to ſome,yet as when» God made 
the fear of Ja cob and his Family fall on the Nations, not one of them 
durſt to-riſe up to diſturb Jacob and his Family. . The reſolation-that 
appear*d in Simeon and Levi,together with the fear of God, begar ſuch 
an awe and-dread ofthat little Family on the Country round about , 
they knew they were reſolute. men, an1 would fell their lives dearz this 
as:4 means had-a,great influence upon all ruund about, that none did 
dare paibeJaced; but this hath beeo-our defence, Souldicrs hays bees 
Tons OT the 
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the Wall, the Strength, the Glory of this litttle Commonwealth; the - 
name of our military Skill,our readineſs & expertneſs in military exer- 
Ciſes, is that for which we have been famed abroad in other countryes, 
both among Dutch and French, What the Goyernour of A4anads; ſaw 
in that little time when he was here,gave us no ſmall credit in Holland, 
What made the Indians live quietly by us ſo long ? they had hatred to 
to us many years before it broke out. What was the reaſon it did not 
break out ? they ſaw we had skilf, that Skill in Military Difcipline 
which they underſtood not: that was an awe and dread to them, and 
is at this day, that they dare not meet us on equal terms. 

USE. 1. Hence it is no wayes unbecaming 4 Chriftian to learn to be 
4 Sonldier, not only a Spiritual Souldier, but in thetrue proper ſence 
of the letter. Th be a Souldier is a Credit, a praiſe and a glory, to be 
a good Souldier; itis ſo not only to men, but to us as Chriſtians, to - 
have this added to us, to be good Souldiers. It was a part of Abra- 
hams praiſe and glory. that he ated the part of a Souldiet 10 honora- 
bly, _ Nay it is a duty, not a piece of indifferency, but a point of Duty, 
a praiſe-worthy part, he that learns and aQs hys part honorably, There - - 

is ſuch agreement between-the Spiritual and temporal Warfare, that 
every thing belonging to a Souldier, is made uſe of to refemble- ſome 
Grace or Duty of a Chriſtian, ſomething belonging to a Chriſtian, No- 
'thing of what is outward, but what may be made ſome Spiritual and 
good uſe of: As Solomon ſaith, 7 beheld the Vineyard of the Slothfull,ch- 

mw thence 1 learned Inffraftion. There is nothing belonging t0 a Soul + 
dier, but be ſure ſome ſpiritual uſe may be made of it, all the parts of 
his Armour,cvery one doth exceedingly well fet out ſome Grace or du+ 
ty ofa Chriſtian; pat on the whole Armonr of God, thett he ſhews how - 
every thing belonging to aSouldier did ſet forth famething,which a . 
good mar tho uld learn and haye. All his weapons. all his motions. po- 
icy in War are made ufe of to inſtrutt a Chriſtian in ſome atof Religi- 
on + the Church Militant is therefore compared to an Army with Ban- 
ners, for Order and for terribteneſs. Cane.6.4,10: Again, John Baptiſt 
gives dire&tion to Sbuldiers. on-their addreſs to bim, tobe cantent with . 
their wages or hire : every one would know their duty, their inſtru- 
&ion'wasto'be content with their hire, the work was warrantable, and 
inſtro&ion is given for the better ordering of it. | 

USE NH. Hence they are to blame, that either Wholly negleR, or ſlight 
over this work. 1fthis be fo becoming. a Chriſtian, hey are greatly 
te blame. that do neglet.it, or ſlight it over, de not make conlc 
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of it, .in endeavquring to fit themaſelyes, 0r-to.teach others$0, beeTpert 
for War.; what we have ſuffered by it,is a ſufficient Argument-tq prels 
this; ſome haye their Arms to ſeek, when their houſes, or the Towns are 
beſet; othersare ſo ruſty they cannot be- uſed : theſe. are, .uncomely 
things, the want of Arms,or the unfizneſs of them for the work and ſer; 
vice God calls to : Itis a great evil tohave them defeftive.:- Abrahams 
Souldiers were ready immediately on notice, they had not their arms 
toſcek, Abraham was not to buy them, they were ready to purſue and 
ſollow the enemy; they were not to 7rais then, to lcarn toknow their 
order and Rank, but were fitted-and,prepared.being Trained before. . 

USE.I. Of Exhortation tothis Duty, that' Abrahaw Way ſo care: 
full aboxt, the Trainin of hi Forms 2 wOSer. Wee WE: ts bh 
. 1+1would,;pro me Conſiderations yet further to. excite and 
ſtir yp to.it, 


are c 


reign, And the. Kingdoms of this world ſhall become the 
Lord & of brche v4 


ration ſhould tir ys up to keep up this miligary Skill or Exercilcs, that 
. wemay bezhe better ber or arg: 0 £16 ROE 
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"22*Our dint Sfcateſt tryals ſeem to m6 to be behind, dt (eye? 
rat Reaſons."''1 apprehend we ſhall notTive 'quier long;" of at! leaſt we 
have noReafori to promiſe our ſelves that we ſhall, on eſe accounts. 

* 1: There are none of the Princes of note in Zwrope that haye any in» 
tereſt in America,but have long had their Efpyals upon us,as1 might CA» 
fily demopſtrate; but the reaſon of the thing it felf is ſofficient to con- 
vince us '6f this, no Merchant.but' obſerveth anvthers motions aid atti- 
ons, trading and adyantage that he makes, no Husbandman but hath his 
eye on his y for bour, to ſee how he profiteth by bis labour and pains,. 
that he'ma y ob the like; Soit is in other-things, no Plantation goes on 
ard thrives, but they that have neighbouring plantations are looking or 
it and obſerving it,our own Gayly obſervation may befufficient to make 
ts believe this, there is not 2 finAll Harid-in Americas, but the Princes or 
States of Emrope are ſtriving for it, as we ſee the other day for Tobago, 
St. Chriſftophers, &c.” iftheſe be looked after what can we cxpett ? 

23+ Row: Will have no peace with you, and' you ought'ts have no. peace- 
with it;'ind that Rome's Apentsare abroad at work is plain, from that 
Bre-light we haveſcen inthe world, if the Beaſts deadly wound ſhould 
ever be healed, that we read of in Rev. 1 3. we areclike to feel the Influ- 
erice of it; if their Councels ſhould happen to ſway the world, it is a'vain 
thing for i to 00 promiſe our {e}ves peace. 

HOLE gitnd mcreafe, imquity doth abound, Fo ve: 
Fs many eng Foo coldi'and therefore Ru te will be; uſually. 

ſyord is he WR byes God pmifherh this fin i in his people, 
es 6 Fabre of it. 

4. The fables Ls the ſand will not joyn or mix with us to make 
die Body, which isthe more likely _ are cent ba to be thorns in 
our, fides, When Himor af mY Fir r eh wk Arc. pedce with. 
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Pane reoeitg A by, Ne Provel grit = 
thereby to'eftapt [fone row that hilkgsbice them the 


rake, which we Ti ny roGot.,”? God" tended the Catia” 


anires to be teftroyed, he did forbid lirael to friarry'with them.: they 
_ robe hdres p ffatl "ras to toor theffi gut ity the con- 
Uution :/ theref ble, we thay probably ant! —_— 
reckon ofztg me eh Th the hearh(s, Tho ationsinare the worn 
and willbe iriving-”"; That's a Tecond conſideration, we muſt. cither 
- tearn'tddefend our ſelves, '6r refolve to be yaſſals. It is a baſe ſpirit. 
that of 1achar, a ſtrong Aſs couching between two'burdeas, he _ 
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that reſt; was good;-and the landhit was pleaſanty and bowed his. ſhoul- 
dersto bear; znt! became a Setvant to tribute, So ſervyile. arg fome, 
that they will pay tribute to heathens, rather then endure a lutle dif - | 
culty.Lowſpirited men, let them have Ifacharslotytbat make His choice 

3- The World, however pride and luſt diſpoſe them to-quarrel, yet . 
are not diſpoſed tobreed up fouldiers, thete-is ſuch. abounding of 1n- 

temptrance, or debauching that doth-wounJ mensConkdences,; and m 
the day of danger and trouble will fly:in-their faces, —_ Conſcis,; 
ences will be felt then, as it was in the caſe of Joſephs brethren, when, 
they were in diftreſs,, they cry, we gre verily guilty concerning our Bro- 
ther: many hamane ſtories might be mentioned-for the confirmation of 
'this. Take one. A Captainin theLow Couttryes challenged Major-. 
General Skippow,the Lord Veer hearing of ity told them, to . morrow 
L intend to affault ſuch a Town, and then I ſhall ſee who will be the. 
beſt Souldier : cry. a breach deing made in the _ Wall, this 
Bravado was commanded to enter, but would not, ſaying, I am not fig 
to'dye. Conſcience will fly in mens faces, when theyhave.cminent ap-, 
prehenſions of death. a man that did not know;/how to put-vo his Spur, 
right, if an honeſt man,was wont to be accounted a fitter perſon to make ; 
a Souldier, then thoſe that would cry God denn meat every word, 
that Night and deſpiſe Hell, and eterna L Damnation .,  Intemperance,; 
Luxury, filthineſs, and 'uncleaneſs in the world doth ſa'debauch meny/ 
They are not like to breed up Souldiers fot -Chriſt, to-do ſervice for, 
Chrift, be that ftiriveth for Maſtery muſt be teryper ate in dll things, vill 
tell you how we'breed ap Souldiers, both.in old England and New; eye. +: 
ry Farmers Son, when he goes to the Market-Tohwn; muſt have; money | 
in his purſe; and when he meets with his Companions, they goe; to the . - .--.;: 
Tavern or Ale-houſe, and ſeldome away before Drunks- or well tipled, 4% 
It is rare to find men that we can'callDrunkards, but there | are abun; 

dinice of” Tiplers in 'New- England. - ' This, makes; Youth cfferoinate 

and , wanton, beſides the 'injury- to- mens Conſcienges:3; this: doth: 

make meti-not'ſo bold; The Kightcous arc bold #5 4 Liev, Proy.28.1; 

* Tt hath been a-queſtion/: whether Athieſme -or ; Piety  haye 

made the better Souldiers ?: late experience. as well as thisof - Hbr+: 

ham doth teach us, that a well eftabliſhed Conſcience, is better then 

a ſeared Conſcience to- fill a man with Courage': fſomefill themſglyes © 

with -drink;'to mikethem forget the fear'of death, but Devs« that.was 
a'couragious Souldier;/ knew no way fo fit to animate his Spirit as to g& 
to the promiſe of God; eat: himſelf in God, fulneſs of Corn 
«OY ; 2 an 
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and'wine cannot heighteniand raiſc' the ſpirits vof men, ſo- as aſſhrance- 
ob the love of God. P/al.4-6,7- a-well eſtabliſhed Conſcience; Faith 
in the promiſes, is above all ſuch meansas the poor fimple finjull world 
uf*th. "That Atheiſme cannot do ſo much as a gogd Conſcience,may 
appear from two Reaſons. 1116-7 
"'x. 'Beeauſc an Atheiſthath no aſſurance of a. Reward, whereas a. 
Believer hath. That ſhould make a Believer more couragious, becauſe 
he is ſure 6fa Reward : when-a man goes to the Battle it-is uncertain 
whether he ſhall- out-live the Battle, and alſo it is uncertain whether 
he ſhalſthave thevitory; and if either of theſe happen, an Atheiſt hath 
no reward, ifhe loofe the day or loofe his life : but a true Chriſtian is. 
" affiared of bis Reward. -He that doth what be doth, as ſervice to God. 
we {now our labour ir not in vain ju the:Lord.; he. muſt needs be the bet» 
ter ſpirited for his work. | gat dy 
' 2+ © Atrue Chriſtian: is a gainer by Death; it is not ſo with: an A- 
theiſt, Tome to-dje #2 4in, Phil.1.21. Thertore faith Solomon, rhe 
day of Death it better then the day of 4 wans. Birth, viz. to the Saints, be-- 
ciuſcthereisan end of all z mans fin and ſorrow, and the beginning of. 
his never-ending Joy. - He that fighteth in the Faith of this, muſt needs 
out- doc onethat hartyno ſuch expettation ;_ an Atheiſt- reckoneth of. 
ing in the worldito come, he can believe for no reward in .the- 
world to-come; that: thinketh there is no God; He cannot be ſo ad- 
vetturousin 4ooking Deathin the facesashe that knows he (hall be a 
\ ..__ Gaitdr by Death- kt isHope that animareth all ourwork. . The hea« 
Won tor. therthat had trot trug peace of Conſcience, yet had ſame ſcnce: of the. 
>» bidns An- flathral ConfcienceexcuWmg, and doe exprefs it'in aftrange manner. , 
ter, &, What is it ſpch/aman fear?//it is: not al}the-violent ſtorms he. 
, ihe; | y Chem 4 notthe crutlty of Tyrants;northough: 
{1tinbutan Heathenſpecch , but, ex-) 
'P /aſtrangeap oiltheyhatrof the benefic af peace. of na-, 
tral Conſcienee't they not prace with God Armen thatis whole . 
and ſound within, may fietter-look Death in the Face, therapy other, , 
fromany other ©onfidetation. The Pſalmift exprefieth it in another 
manter,'P/«//1 12. 75;-He ſhall not' braafraid of exxt Tidings, bit bears, it 
Net walkin is the Dov.) Holm; *$£01 vu facts gl ak 
© 2: ' 160 colteto ſome Dire#ſ{bns. i '*: ; - $20:200072 but” 
*f'Y."* Toſtchas repteſent Abraham; Rulers :in.the Commonwealth, 
tath'Clil and Military; God expeQeth from yoy- that, you {hculd act. 
! . £.-1 would ſpeak a few.mords, of Encouragement to. | 
Ee . YOue. , 
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you. 2. By way ofDireftion. © For Excouragement. 

1. oO and favour of God, youhave \apeople un- 
der you that have Spirit and Courage enongh. that have a'large ſhare 
of that : a great bleſling to this country, a mercy that we have all cauſe. 
to bleſs God for : there hath rather been an exceſs of Courage, then de- 
fe& or want of it; moſt of our loſſts have been occaſioned meerly by it. 
You have men full of a&tivity and Courage, forward enough, notwith- 
ftanding ca You have a People bred'up in this Country, that have 
the heart of Lions, 1 Chrox.1 2.8, Or Lfbr-like men. 1 Chron, 11.22» 
What is ſaid of 'the Horſe, one may by way of ſimilitude apply to men, 
He mocks at fear, be i not afraid, neither turns he back from the ſword. 
Job. 39.22--25, I ſpeakthis becauſel have ſeen and heard ſomething, 
© my ſelf of the Courage of Souldiers, that hath'been better and more re- 
treſtiing then the greateſt-Daintyes or Feaſt could be; to ſee the 
hearts of men raiſed in danger, rather then caſt down with it . The ſpj- 
rits of mento be raiſed cod helghtned in danger,ifwe had the-Mines of 
Mexico and Pers, it would not be ſuch a-mercy and blefing to the. 


| as this is. | 
> tip canendure fiardneſs, that is another thing by - way - of en+. 
courapement to Rulers, that is a great mercy. Atenderfoftly, effemi- 
nate People isa curſe and miſery, when Godis pleaſed to framea peo 
ple to beſuch. And by the way y Imight encourage Rulers ,  Go- 
vernours and Parentsto train & bringup their Children in ſuch manner 
that they may endure Hardneſs. Tho Iſaac was a greatPrinceas the king; 
of the Philiſtines acknowledged him; yet when he ſent away Jacob, he 
ſent not ſo much as a Servanit with/himg/h& rook of rhe ſtones,St made. 
2 pillow of them; it was a hard plow; had mo feathers init; but. when 
he had the hardeſt- nights lodgirtg, he bad the bet nights reſt. He ſaw 
a Vifion of a Ladder reaching to heaven 3 it was as comfortadle a night as 
evcr Jacob had. Iſaac was a Prince, acknowletiged by:;the King ofthe 
Philiftines, yet he brings up Jacobinſach.a manner,chas he ſhould not 
complain'of this -hardnefs, to be font. eut 4lone, tolye-in the woods,8&e 
have nathing butaſtone for 7 ps + 969 a piece of bread in his 
pocket,/and -waterto'dripk, he did endure without murmuring and re- 
pining. It is probable his Father did not bring him up' deliciouſly. 

One leaving of Now- Znuptand, did:commiend that to. Parents, You 

ene fron hath your Childremay be called to. 


£1 - Byway of Advice,twoortbreewords: - 
iy 14.” Require of all the exerciſe of. Trainings 3-08-attendance. upon 
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them :  ThatRulers-ſhould took unto, that they may have Souldi iers 
ready for any Expedition. There as Lo Laws, butthere needs Rxie- 
neſs in the execution of them, 

2. Keep up martial Difcipline : a : Souldier i is the worlt of creatures 
that is not under Diſcipline, and fuchas are Commanders ſhould look 
to that. You know the praiſe-worthy example of the Centurion, 7 /ay 
10 one got, and be goeth, and to another come, and. he comerh, Mat. 8.9. Diſ- 
ciplineisthe life ofthe work. Eaptains are greatly to blame, that are 
ſoftly men, and do not. hold their authority in the field. + That which 
would be no fault, or might be wifked at at home, ſhould not be ſuffe- 
red inthe Field. 

3+ Encourage your Horſe, thoſe exerciſes alſo. Forcign Princes 
know they can eaſily over-maſter you in Fopt, but know not. how to 
over-mafter youin Horſe. They that have” had an aking tooth at this 
mmm, have been afraid of this; that have Fqot-Souldiers enough at our 

acks, yet know not how to match us in Horſe. 

4. Look witha favourable aſpett upon, and afford Jour - preſence As 
much as may be,at ſuch aw as are the, work of this day: Encou- 
rage Artilery-T ramings. . Itis a way and mcans to give encou- 
Cagerment to dilligent ab exper Men, by giving them titles anſwerable 
to their a&ivityandskill.- in Grammar-Schools, to be a Captain for a 
day, makes young Schollars ftrive at their Books. .lt is a way that af- 
fordeth opportunity to put honour and reſpect upon Men of adtivity, 
as their Dilligence,Valourznd aftivity calls for it. The, Law of naturg 
teacheth, that the virtubusSkil of any doth. call-for honour... 2. ltisa 
Nurſery for Officers beyond ouf common Trainings, or a better means 
to accompliſh thoſe that are Officers pArtilery Meeting « conſiſtin, in 2 
great meaſure of ſuch, Itisalſoa proper means for irying the 
Souldiers beyond what isatoother times; - -../; 

2» Aﬀew to inferiour Officers andSouldicrs, to, ſich. as re: 
preſent Abrahams Servants; labour to be good, Souldicrs, and to.thag 
end, Fellow-Souldiers, I wotllktcomdiend 4 few things, 14. Fg icthing 
to you as Chriſtian-Souldiers. ” 2." Something to,you 2s Squl 1crs Li- 


__— men. 
- Something as Chriſtian-Souldiers, only theſe WY: anon 


ky Get Armon? of proof; pur/ooi Fhewhole>frmobvr dh 
way to make a good Souldieryrd have his cotapheat, rele our 
for his inward man; withpur there bea/;Guard/tg that, t he Br will, bea 
Failing : if the Conſcience be wounded, or be not ſafe, if the Breaſt Har | 


LY | 
C9) 
of 8 5 be not on, if men haye guilty Conſciences, they will find and fee 1. 
of it, when they come to be 7 onoge py 
look to that Bre f-plate of ſneſs, 1 would the keeping of a good 
Conſcience : with that Bre 7 mo ouy Ars age, - ry pI When the 
vitals are ſecured,a man that hath any Courage or Spirit,will notvallue a ſcratch 
in the arm orleg. If a man have a good and large, ſufficient to defend 
his Vitals, it will makea man bold; he knows that ordinarily be is ſecured as for 
his life; and he that hathany ſpirit will yenture his Limbs, Take care of your in- 
ward man therefore, as you would make good Souldiers, Look to your inward 
man, the -Heart, that that be wel guarded and defended, that you have a good 
Breit-plate for the defence of that, Abraham firſt taught Piety : Engage God 
with you, and that would make a very coward fight. Fora man to have his Con- 
ſcience againſt _— very ſadthing, it fri a man far 
more than the enemy, Gods departed from me, and anſweretb me no more, and the 
Philif ines are gpon me : That made the Philiſtines as bad as ſamany Devils to him, 

2, Be Temperate and endure hardneſs, do not live as if your great ſtudy were 
to pleaſe the fleſh;one that is given to appetite, will never credit the profeſſion of 
a Souldier nor himſelf,. 

2. A hint or two to you as Souldiers. 

1, Be in ſubjection to Officers, to thoſe God ſets overyou : to diſpute com-. 
mands is unbecoming a Souldier, am 4 man under Authority, and ſay to one goe and be 
goes, ſaith the Centurion, Luk. 7.5, 

2. Goe to, or attend upon Trainings as thoſe that do not reckon it a Task, but- 
account it your Recreation, and Privitedge, as thoſe that havea mind to be ex- * 

rtin war, The Lord Jeſus when Sout any, they ſhall net be bunglers, 
it will not be long ere the Lord. Jefus wilt call out Souldiers, thoſe that he will” 
uſe ſhall be expert for War,and let us accuſtome our ſelves to this work. - 
that fatal blow at Black-poins ſhould make men love unreadineſs they 
were in there, they were raw & undiſciplined: let 1 to be expert for War; 


to be like our General Teſus Chriſt, The Lord i« amanof War, 

Laſtly, look to your Arms, that becomes a Souldier to keep them fixed, and to. 
be expert inthe uſe of them, 2 Sam, 1.18. according to that of Pavid, be commen«- 
ded to teach them the uſe of the Bowe, | 


- 


